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June 9, 1978 

TO COUNTY ASSESSORS: 

INDEX FACTORS FOR ADJUSTING Bun.DING COSTS 
ESTIMATED LEING ASD COSTS 

TO THE MAlICH 1, 1975 COST LEVEL 

Here is a series of cost index tables intended to aid you in adjusting 
appraisals to the March 1 , 197 5 value level. These tables were computed 
from cost manuals issued by Assessment Standards Division since 1959. 
They reflect the relationship between costs in manuals issued as of 
March 1, 1975, and the same manuals issued at different dates. 

Index factors are applied to the total replacement cost new (HeN) 
including extra or additive components as well as basic building costs. 
For example, if the total HeN for a single family residence calcuated 
using the 1973 residential cost manual is $30,000, this amount may be 
trended to the March 1, 1975, level bw multiplying it bw 1.30 ($30,000--
1973 lICN x 1.30--1973 factor ~ $39,000--1975 lICN) . 

Also enclosed are two local cost modifier maps; one for residential 
buildings and one for commercial and industrial buildings. These maps 
show adjustment factors that reflect the relationship between the Los 
Angeles base costs and all locations in the State of California as of 
March 1, 1975. 

The proper l ocation adjustment factor should be applied to the Los 
Angeles base costs as well as the proper index factor . For example, 
if the total RCN of a commercial building located in Santa Clara County 
using the 1972 Los Angeles base costs is $50,000, this amount is trended 
by 1.41 for time and by 1. 07 for location to reflect the March 1, 1975, 
cost level in Santa Clara County. ($50,000 x 1. 41 x 1.07 • $75,435. ) 

Note that t hese t wo maps differ from similar maps issued as of 
July 1, 1975, in that they only reflect the cost differential due to 
location only. Previously issued maps reflected a time adjustment from 
March 1 of the year that they were issued to March 1 of the following 
year as well as a location adjustment . 



TO COUNTY ASSESSORS - 2- June 9, 1978 

For your information, we are also enclosing a cop,y of the 1975 and 1976 
cost tables issued for each of the four manuals. We do not have a 
supply of these publications. If you need extra copies, you will have 
to have these copied. 

~C::t.~~~ 
Jack F. Eisenlauer, Chief 
Assessment Standards Division 

JFE:cmm 
Encl osures 
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BUILDING COSTS FOR ALL LOCATIONS
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INDEX FACTORS FOR ADJUSTING BUILD ING COSTS 
ESTIMATED USING ASD COSTS 

TO THE MARCH I, 1975 COST LEVEL 

AH 531 All 532 All 533 All 534 
Residential Commercial Industrial Rural 

Year Building Building Bui lding Building 
Issued Costs Costs Costs Costs 

1959 1.85 1.94 2.07 

1960 1. 91 

1961 1.83 

1963 1. 74 1.91 

1964 1. 70 

1967 1.81 

1968 1.58 

1969 1.59 

1971 1.43 1.68 

1972 1.41 

1973 1.30 1.32 

1974 1.20 1.15 1.10 

1975 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 

1976 .89 .91 .87 .91 

1977 .80 . 81 .79 

1978 . 73 .74 .72 


